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Stage Talk Transcription 
 
Nathan Sykes (WBCM Host): Good evening friends and neighbors, everybody everywhere, if 
you’ve got your radios tuned to Radio Bristol. You’re due for a special treat this evening, folks, 
we’ve got a great band here for you for a very special Radio Bristol premier. It’s the Western 
Centuries, and as you all know, country music was born right here in the mountains, in Bristol, 
Tennessee-Virginia, but as it made it’s way out to the west coast, it kinda took on its own flavor. 
Maddox Brothers and Rose, Buck Owens and the Buckaroos, the Byrds, the Flying Burrito 
Brothers, and these boys right here kind of carry on with that proud tradition of west coast 
country music, and it’s Western Centuries. They’re a Seattle-based super group, that’s just a 
recipe for a great band coming together here. The talents of three lead singers and songwriters, 
uh, Jim Miller, Ethan Lawton, and Cahalen Morrison, provide a diverse bunch of material for a 
unique sound of neo-traditional country music, and I think you’re all going to enjoy this, so 
before I say too much, and get in the way here, let’s let these boys loose here. Here’s the 
Western Centuries, right here on Radio Bristol! 
 
[Applause] 
 
Jim Miller (WC): Thank you very much. 
 
[Song] 
 
[Applause] 
 
Cahalen Morrison (WC): Thanks so much. That was a song called “Weight of the World,” one 
that I wrote, it’s uh, the title track of our record that we have out. 
 
JM: And the next song is one that I wrote, and we have this one on that record also. We’re 
gonna do some of our newer material also, and you guys will get to hear some stuff and give us 
some feedback. We’ll be willing to talk about them after the show, and—suggestions, maybe 
something needs a bridge or whatever. 
 
[Audience Laughter] 
 
JM: This one’s called “Knockin’ ‘em Down,” it’s kind of a bleak take on road life, being in a band. 
 
[Song] 



 
[Applause] 
 
[Song] 
 
[Applause] 
 
JM: Thank you very much. You folks out in radio land don’t see what’s going on, but we do 
something a little unusual, we have a drummer switcheroo, and it’s a—Cahalen’s gonna move 
back onto the drums, and Ethan Lawton is gonna move up to the front here—whoa! And I’m 
gonna step on his cable—and then he’s gonna sing a song that he wrote. The Triad, it’s called 
The Triad. Three singer-songwriters. 
 
[Audience laughter] 
 
JM: I made that up. 
 
Ethan Lawton (WC): And you can’t see that I’m adjusting the microphone stand. Here’s a song 
that I wrote called “Double or Nothin’.” 
 
[Song] 
 
[Applause] 
 
JM: A funny little dance we do. Little dance thing. So we are Western Centuries, and we’re sort 
of a Seattle-based band, but only two people are from Seattle in the band. And that guy in the 
audience there must be from Seattle as well—that’s three! We have Cahalen Morrison, from 
Seattle, and that’s him there. Ethan Lawton, from Seattle, on the drums right now. We have 
Travis Stuart from Canton, North Carolina. Local fella. We got Leo Grassl from Nashville, 
Tennessee on the steel—that’s one badass in every band. 
 
CM: And right here is Mr. Jim Miller from Newburg, New York. 
 
JM: I’m from New York. 
 
[Applause/Laughter] 
 
JM: [Inaudible] Too much talkin’. 
 
CM: That’s the first time he’s ever said that. 
 
[Audience laughter] 
 
CM: It’s not the first time it’s ever true. 
 



EL: Wait, what? 
 
[Song] 
 
[Applause] 
 
EL: We, uh, have uh, we recorded an album last June, and when we travel around, trying to play 
it for as many people as we can, and let people hear it. And we’re going back in the studio in 
August, we’re going down to Eunice, Louisiana to record, and uh, so we’re trying on a couple 
new songs this little tour. This is one of them, that Cahalen wrote, called “Cloud of Woes.”  
 
[Song] 
 
[Applause] 
 
CM: Thank you very much. 
 
JM: Well, there’s something you don’t see very often. A microphone under a guitar strap. 
 
EL: It’s a little tangly. 
 
JM: Yeah, it’s a big “Hank” strap he’s got, that’s what the problem is. He stole that from here 
several years ago. 
 
CM: It’s not stolen, it’s bought and paid for, I just promise you, it is. We’ll do another one from 
the record, this one’s called “Hallucinations.” 
 
[Song] 
 
[Applause] 
 
CM: Thank you very much. 
 
EL: This is, uh, a real—it’s got a real happy melody, but it’s a kinda tragic song about uh—about 
drinking yourself to death, you know. 
 
[Audience laughter] 
 
EL: You know. [Inaudible] I made a really colossal error one time with this song, where I—we 
were playing for some benefit for like the Crisis Hotline—do you guys know what that is? 
 
[Audience laughter] 
 
EL: Yeah, oops. 
 



JM: Say no more. 
 
[Audience laughter] 
 
EL: As soon as like the last line comes where it says “Goodbye, cruel world,” I was like, 
“Oh…oops.” 
 
[Audience laughter] 
 
EL: But other than that. [Inaudible] This song’s called “In My Cups.” 
 
[Song] 
 
[Applause] 
 
EL: Drinking yourself to death. Uhm, talking about weird concepts for a song, this one—this is a 
new one, we’re working it out, and uh, this is about an introverted telemarketer who likes to 
listen to old honky-tonk records by himself. Just sayin’—it’s a common thing, and nobody’s 
addressing this issue, that there’s these lonesome telemarketers out there who are 
agoraphobic, and they don’t want to go outside, and they don’t want to go to the honky-tonks, 
they just listen to old stuff by themselves. This is called “My Own Private Honky-Tonk.” 
 
[Song] 
 
[Applause] 
 
JM: See, you can make modern honky-tonk music, I think that proves it right there. Ethan 
Lawton, crafting modern honky-tonk music. 
 
EL: There’s just nothing more lonesome than being a telemarketer, I feel like. 
 
[Audience laughter] 
 
CM: Get Jim to sing one of his new songs for you now. 
 
JM: Mine aren’t as happy or fun. I don’t know why that is. 
 
CM: They’re just lonesome—they’re lonesome in a different way, is all. 
 
JM: We got a rain stick in here or something? You got that rain stick thing? 
 
EL: You’ve been trying to hire a rain stick player for a long time. 
 
JM: Can’t afford it. We had this one guy from Nashville, a friend of mine, on the rain 
stick—what do you call that thing? 



 
EL: Rain stick forum. 
 
JM: A rain stick forum. We make fun of Leo, ‘cause he belongs to the Steel—Pedal Steel Forum. 
Bunch of lonely people. 
 
EL: Every steel player belongs to that. 
 
JM: It’s so. [Inaudible] Well this song is also, well it’s about my childhood, and I grew up in 
Sisis—I can’t even say it. I grew up in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, believe it or not, and then 
moved to Connecticut, and this is sort of images from the transition from one cold, cold place, 
to a cold-hearted place. 
 
[Audience laughter] 
 
JM: Well done, well done, thank you very much. Alright. 
 
[Song] 
 
[Applause] 
 
JM: Thank you so much. [Inaudible] Whoa. Somebody needed a little somethin’. That was 
weird. Audience participation. Okay, we have a few more for you guys, and uh, thanks a lot for 
comin’. [Inaudible] All you listeners out there. And uhm, from here we’re headed home. This is 
the end of our little tour we just did, and then we’re home for a short time, then we’re headed 
over to the United Kingdom, and we’re gonna do—We’re goin’ to London, we’re goin’ to—all of 
the towns that they have. 
 
[Audience laughter] 
 
JM: Basically. And I forget their names. Now, we’re gonna play—we’re gonna be in Ireland, we’ll 
be in Scotland, we’ll be in England, so. 
 
[Applause] 
 
CM: Alright, this one’s another one off the record, this is called “What Will They Say About us 
Now?” 
 
[Song] 
 
[Applause] 
 
CM: Thanks very much. 
 
EL: Okay, we just got a couple more left, and we’re gonna slow it way down for you, for all the 



dancers out there. Dancers in radio land. This is uh, this is kind of a silly song, I guess, uhm, but 
it’s kind of heartfelt too, I guess. 
 
JM: You must explain, please explain. 
 
EL: This is a love song I wrote to whiskey.  
 
[Applause] 
 
JM: Right here—This is where he wrote it from, right here. 
 
EL: Yeah, I like whiskey too, but some people don’t know that, and they’ve heard it, and they’re 
like, “This [song] means a lot to me.” 
 
[Audience laughter] 
 
EL: And so I feel bad about like even saying that it’s kind punned or whatever, you know. 
Anyway, this is called “Off the Shelf.” 
 
[Song] 
 
[Applause] 
 
JM: We’re gonna try and fit one more, but it’s a little longer than two minutes, so they’re gonna 
fade us out on this little baby. This is a Louisiana-inspired number called “Rock Salt.” 
 
[Song] 
 
[Applause] 
 
NS: Aw now, there’s the Western Centuries, right here on Radio Bristol. Thank you all 
everywhere out there for listening with us this evening. That’s some fine country music there 
boys, uh, Cahalen, if you don’t care, where can these folks find out a bit more about you, and 
keep up with your tour. 
 
CM: Uh, they can find out at Western Centuries dot com. 
 
NS: Western Centuries dot com, that’s right folks, go check ‘em out online, come out here in 
just a second and buy some merch off of ‘em. You boys are goin’ to the UK after this, so best of 
luck, and best wishes on your trip there. Boys, that’s country music right there, and we couldn’t 
have asked for a better show. Thanks again for coming out. 
 
[Applause] 
 
NS: Alrighty, this has been Nathan Sykes here with your Radio Bristol premiere, thank you all 



friends and neighbors for tuning in, thanks everybody for coming out and being with us, and 
now, right back to our regularly scheduled programming—thank you once again. 
 
[Applause] 
 


