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Stage Talk Transcription 
 
[First song] 
[Crowd noise] 
[Band starts second song] 
 
Ben Watlington: How we doin’ tonight? Y’all wanna hear some Bluegrass? 
 
[Second song] 
 
Aaron Foster: I’d like to do a song off a new record of mine that just came out on January 
twentieth. This song is called “Reaping the Blues.” 
 
[Third song] 
 
AF: I’d like to take a second to introduce you to our fiddle player. Those of you who don’t know 
her, she’s from Woodstock, Canada, right outside of Ontario--in Ontario, outside of Toronto. 
 
Aynsley Porchak: That’s correct. 
 
AF: That is correct. You got that right. [Inaudible] She is your two thousand and fifteen Grand 
Master Fiddle Champion, if you don’t know what that is. She uh--she won that contest and got 
invited to play the Grand Ole Opry last September. [Inaudible] Now she’s gonna show you one, 
a real pretty tune called “Estralita.” 
 
[Fourth song] 
 
BW: [Inaudible] This is a nice area. I don’t get to see this part of the state very often, Frosty. 
 
Unknown: You look good from this side. 
 
Unknown: Yeah, yeah, yeah, that’s what--that’s what he’s sayin’. 
 



AF: It’s backhanded compliments from the band, is what we got goin’ on. This is uh--this is a 
song here that uh--I first heard Jim and Jesse do, and I uh--last--last--two Thursdays ago, I had 
the honor of playing a show with Jesse McReynolds. He was one of my first heroes, and 
uh--this song is called “I Wonder Where You Are Tonight,” and uh--like I told you before, I got a 
new record that just came out, and uh--I had a lot of people up here on stage playin’ on it with 
me, and uh--I’d like to do it for you now, it’s called “I Wonder Where You Are Tonight.” 
 
[Fifth song] 
 
AF: There’s alternate lyrics to that song that Max was singin’ in my ear there for a minute, got a 
hold of me, uh--”I’ll where your underwear tonight” [Inaudible] This is a family show, bubba. 
[Laughter] I wanna invite a close friend of ETSU’s, and all of ours personally up here. He’s a 
West Virginia native, and uh--he’s got more enthusiasm about Bluegrass music, and he believes 
in us more than anybody, I think. That’s Mr. Bruce Hill, I wanna get him to come out here. 
[Applause] The stage is yours, my friend. 
 
Bruce Hill: Okay. [Inaudible] Hi, everybody. Aren’t these guys great? I was fortunate enough to 
go--to attend ETSU back in uh--two thousand and thirteen. 
 
BW: It’s been a little while. 
 
BH: Yes. And uh--I met all those fine folks, and it’s just been a blessing, so uh--and I thank you 
so much for inviting me out to sing with you. 
 
BW: Anytime, Bruce. [Inaudible] Y’all like Merle Haggard? Alright then, you’ll like this next one. 
 
[Sixth song] 
 
BW: That feller. I’m gonna tell y’all, if anyone belongs on this stage more than us, it’s him. He 
loves it, he loves it. 
 
AF: Gonna introduce our bass player to ya now. He comes to you all the way from Plymouth, 
Minnesota. In Minnesota, is that right? 
 
Unkown: Yep. 
 
AF: [Inaudible] Oh boy. Okay, so, we got, uh--he uh--he’s been a good friend of mine since he 
come down here, and he plays in a band with me outside of school, as do these other guys 
here, and uh--he’s a really good songwriter, really good guitar player. And he’s turned--he’s 
practicing the banjo, folks, I don’t know, he--he can play “Cripple Creek,” he can do it, he’s in 
there. [Inaudible] But uh--he’s gonna do a Louvin Brothers tune, but that’s uh--Max Etling, 
everybody. 
 



Max Etling: We’re gonna do a little Ira and Charlie Louvin number for ya called “Don’t Laugh.” 
 
[Seventh song] 
 
[Inaudible] 
 
[Eighth song] 
 
AF: He’s a pretty good singer, isn’t he? [Inaudible] He’s uh--he’s my good buddy from 
Mocksville, North Carolina, and uh--he’s got--he’s got a lot of energy, and it’s a lot of positive, 
Bluegrass energy, and I really love him. Would you please make welcome, Mr. Ben Watlington. 
 
BW: And I got one thing to say to y’all before I do this next song, and I’m--I’m bad to cry on this 
one, it’s a sad song. Uhm, it’s funny, but I do cry on it, and y’all are welcome to cry too, and if 
you do, I don’t blame you, it’s awful pitiful. Lonesome, as we call it, lonesome. 
 
[Ninth song] 
 
BW: This song’s were a one-car funeral. 
 
AF: We’re gonna get our fiddle player up here to sing one. And uh--one she wrote, actually. 
She’s uh--turned into a good songwriter, and she’s--of course you know she’s a good fiddle 
player, so. It’s called “Master of Deception.” 
 
BW: Comin’ in hot! 
 
AP: [Adjusts mic stand] I’m a tad shorter than they are. Ready boys? 
 
[Tenth song] 
 
AF: You wanna talk about it? 
 
ME: Sure, sure. Let’s have another hand for Miss Aynsley Porchak, who wrote that. [Inaudible] 
That was--that was her first time--that was actually the first time we had ever done that song 
live, so I thought… [Inaudible] Uh, well--we’ll do a--we’ll do a song that I wrote next, uhm, this 
one, uh, this one we actually released as our single, uhm, through ETSU, and uh--to give a little 
backstory behind this song, uhm, in twenty twelve, uhm, my dad received a phone call one 
night--I’m from Minnesota originally, so--he got a call in Minnesota saying his dad, and my 
grandpa had fallen pretty ill, and wasn’t lookin’ like he was gonna be able to make it, and so my 
dad decided to drive down to Illinois, uh, and was able to be there in the hospital room, kind of, 
uh, and hold my grandpa’s hand through, as he kind of made his last moments here, and that 
had a big impact on my dad. And so uh, we decided to write this song in tribute to him, it’s called 
“Did You Hear Me Say Goodbye?” 



 
[Eleventh song] 
 
BW: Alright, I think we got time for about two more, then we’re gonna let the Old Time Pride 
come up here. I really--I’m really lookin’ forward to hearing them. We don’t get to hear each 
other very much. 
 
AF: We don’t. 
 
BW: It’s kinda, it’s kinda--it’s a little bit split apart there in the program. We kind of stick to either 
side. 
 
AF: And we came over here in two separate busses, and Alex Moore, their bass player, got us a 
walky-talky so we could talk to each other. 
 
BW: And it was just aggravatin’--it was just aggravatin’--it didn’t help me. I just pressed--kept 
pressin’ that call button that makes that big loud racket, “did-uh-did-uh-did-uh-did-uh.” But uh, 
we’re gonna get Max back up here to sing ya a good Stanley Brothers song, uhm, I like the 
Stanley Brothers, and I like this song, and I like it even better, ‘cause I get to kick it off. Y’all 
ready? 
 
[Twelfth song] 
 
AF: I don’t know if we formally introduced him, before we get out of here. Down there playin’ 
banjo, he’s from Williamsburg, Kentucky. How do you like his banjo playing, folks? That’s Mr. 
Brady Wallen down there. Thank you so much for havin’ us out here, this has been a blast, 
we’ve had a ball. We’ve had a great road trip coming over here, a good bonding experience for 
the band and all, and uh--On behalf of Aynsley Porchak, Max Etling, Brady Wallen, Ben 
Watlington, and myself, Aaron Foster, we bid you a good evening, and I hope you enjoy the Old 
Time Pride Band as much as we will. [Inaudible] Fiddle us on out of here Aynsley! 
 
[Thirteenth song] 
 
BW: Thank you from the Pride Band! 
 
John Lilly: [Inaudible] 
 
ME: We appreciate that, that’s nice of you. What--what do we want to do for them, what do we 
want to render ‘em? A little of the old Salty Dog Blues. 
 
Unknown: Maybe we shouldn’t do that. 
 
Unknown: Maybe we shouldn’t do that. 



 
[Encore] 


